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once complimented him for his "intelligence, courage
and firmness" in the Homestead strike. Through a
friend, Frick requested an appointment. The answer
was prompt and cordial. John D. suggested that Frick,
next morning, come quietly to Pocantico Hills. The
epochal conference is thus engagingly described by CoL
Harvey who was in a position to get his facts from both
principals:
Shortly before 10 o'clock, Mr. Frick, leaving his
carriage to await on the main street, walked up the
driveway to Mr. Rockefeller's residence and, just
within the entrance, found Mr. Rockefeller himself
strolling thoughtfully through his spacious grounds.
Mr. Frick joined him in his walk and, briefly apolo-
gizing for what he feared might prove to be an in-
trusion, set forth the purpose of his mission. Mr.
Rockefeller listened attentively to a concise, accur-
ate and straightforward statement, such as had first
won the approbation of Judge Mellon years before,
and then said:
"Mr. Frick, I naturally suspected what you had in
mind. My understanding of the situation coincides
in all respects with yours. As my son told Mr. Mor-
gan, I am not anxious to sell my ore properties, but,
as you surmise, I never wish to stand in the way of
a worthy enterprise, I do frankly object, however,
to a prospective purchaser arbitrarily fixing an *out-
side figure* and I cannot deal on such a basis. That
seems too much like an ultimatum. Now I want to
ask you a question. Nobody is more familiar with
those properties than you are. Do you or do you not
agree with me that the price these gentlemen pro-
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